x                            ARGUMENT

Wiglaf fetches out the treasure, and again
bathes Beowulf's wounds; Beowulf speaks again,
rejoices over the sight of the treasure; gives to
Wiglaf his ring and his armour, and bids the
manner of his bale-fire. With that he passes
away. Now the dastards come thereto and find
Wiglaf vainly bathing his dead lord. He casteth
shame upon them with great wrath. Thence he
sends a messenger to the barriers of the town,
who comes to the host, and tells them of the
death of Beowulf. He tells withal of the old
feud betwixt the Geats and the Swedes, and how
these, when they hear of the death of the king,
will be upon them. The warriors go to look on
Beowulf, and find him and the Worm lying dead
together. Wiglaf chooses out seven of them to
go void the treasure-house, after having bidden
them gather wood for the bale-fire. They shove
the Worm over the cliff into the sea, and bear
off the treasure in wains. Then they bring
Beowulf's corpse to bale, and they kindle it; a
woman called the wife of aforetime, it may be
Hygd, widow of Hygelac, bemoans him: and
twelve children of the athelings ride round the
bale, and , bemoan Beowulf and praise him : and
thus ends the poem.